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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Fly Amman 

Day 2/3 Azraq 

Day 4 Wadi Dana 

Day 5/6 Petra 

Day 7  Wadi Rum 

Day 8 Aqaba 

Day 9 Amman 

Day 10 Fly London 

Departs 

October 

Focus 

Birds and archaeology  

Grading 

Grade A/B. Mostly easy walks, with longer, 

but fairly gentle, day walks in Petra and Wadi 

Dana areas. 

Dates and Prices 

Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code JOR02) 

Highlights 

 Visit world famous Petra  

 Explore Azraq and Wadi Dana Wildlife 

Reserves 

 Look for Sooty Falcon & other desert 

specialist species 

 Enjoy the autumn bird migration 

 Sample the Red Sea Coast at Aqaba 

 Stay overnight in the desert at colourful 

Wadi Rum 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Introduction 

Officially known as the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, this middle eastern country has much history to be 

found amidst it desert landscape. Its location and importance to traditional trade routes mean that it has 

something of a turbulent past, being once part of the a number of far-reaching empires including the 

Babylonian, Roman and Ottoman Empires, then occupied by the British for a time in the early 20th century. 

Independence was only gained in 1946, so it is perhaps surprising that this relatively young nation is now 

regarded as somewhat key to maintaining peace and stability within this region of the world. It is also 

important for migrating birds as they return south 

to Africa from parts of Europe and Asia, providing 

vital stopping off locations that allow them to break 

up the journey. Jordan has its own native desert 

specialist species as well, that we will be looking for 

throughout the tour. 

 

Our tour starts in Amman, the capital city. After an 

initial night here we will then make our way to Azraq 

in the east. This desert region is a contrast of black 

basalt plains that resemble the moon’s surface and 

white chalky valleys. The wetlands here are an important stopping point for migrating birds, while nearby 

are culturally significant sites such as Azraq Castle and historic bath houses. It’s also where there is an 

ongoing breeding project for endangered desert wildlife, such as the Arabian Oryx. From here we will journey 

south to Dana Biosphere Reserve.  Set at a higher altitude, this reserve has some stunning landscape covered 

with oak and juniper woodlands where we will find local birds, including the attraction Sinai Rosefinch, and 

hope to experience part of the autumn raptor migration. From here we will journey south to experience the 

archeological wonders of Petra and Little Petra, the legacy of the Nabatean kingdom. After marveling at 

these man made monuments, we will then have the opportunity to enjoy the natural splendour of Wadi Rum, 

where fantastic red rock formations rise out of a dessert that seems to have been painted in places by 

rainbow hued sand. In Aqaba we will visit some key sites by the Red Sea for both resident and migrating 

birds before we turn our way northwards again. We will continue to look for regional specialists as we make 

our way up past the Dead Sea (where there will be the option for a swim) before we must finally return to 

Amman for a final night before our journey home.  

Itinerary 

Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse weather 

and other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the course of the 

tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather conditions available.   

Day 1  In Flight 

Arrival at Amman's Queen Alia International Airport from Heathrow is typically at night.  We will therefore 

travel the short distance to an airport hotel for the night. 

Wadi Rum 
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Days 2 & 3  Azraq 

We will set off fairly early this morning on the hour’s drive eastwards to Azraq, stopping for some 

birdwatching en route. Our stops are likely to include the 9th 

century Karala Castle where we may find our first Desert and 

Crested Larks, and Qasr Amra, dating back to the 8th century 

and one of the best preserved Umayyad forts. This contains 

frescos and painted ceilings, some detailing wildlife that 

once roamed this region, but are now extinct.  

 

Our main destination for today is the black basalt desert on 

the road to Baghdad.  The desert has a barren appearance 

but is home to the unique black morph of the Mourning 

Wheatear and the dark race of the Desert Lark – both 

adapting to the desert colour here.   

 

The following morning we will visit the Azraq Wetlands Centre. It is situated on what was once a large 

wetland, but now consists of a few small artificial lakes. Despite this drastic change, is still attracts in birds 

due to the lack of water in the surrounding area. We are likely to find herons and egrets, ducks and possibly 

some raptors or a Eurasian Kingfisher. 

 

Shaumari Wildlife Reserve is the site of an ambitious reintroduction programme for some of Jordan's extinct 

desert fauna.  Most famous is the herd of Arabian Oryx, which now numbers over 200, as well as the Syrian 

Ass (or Onager), gazelles and a small population of Ostrich.  Although the reserve is primarily a breeding 

centre, geared towards education, Shaumari can be a good area for desert birds, including Desert Wheatear 

and Hoopoe Lark, so we may visit here too. 

 

We will also aim to tour Azraq Castle (Qasr al-Azraq or the Blue Fortress), a Roman castle made of basalt 

blocks where T. E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) stayed in 1917, during the Arab Revolt. Located at a 

strategic point where three deserts intersect, the portion of the fortress that is most visible is the crusader 

reconstruction from the 13th Century and has played a significant role in Jordan’s history.  

Desert Lark 

Qasr al-Azraq/ Azraq Castle 
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Day 4  Dana 

We will leave Azraq early this morning to wind our way through the dramatic scenery of the King's Highway, 

following in the steps of many a trader, army and pilgrim.  First we must cross the desert back towards 

Amman before turning south to arrive at our campsite overlooking the Dana Wildlands Reserve. The 

campsite buildings have been designed to merge into the 

landscape with its curious white sandstone domes. A short 

walk away from the camp after dark may allow us to hear 

Scop's Owl, Hume's Tawny Owl or Eagle Owl (all present 

in the reserve).   

 

Later in the day we will head off to explore nearby oak and 

juniper woodland in search of the Tristram’s (Syrian) Serin, 

which has one of the most restricted distributions of any 

Western Palearctic bird.  Against the dramatic backdrop of 

the Wadi Dana we will also be on the look-out for resident 

raptors which include Griffon Vultures and Bonelli’s Eagles.  

Other local birds to be found in this fascinating habitat include Fan-tailed Raven, Chukar, Tristram’s Grackle, 

Blue Rock Thrush, Black-eared Wheatear, Long-billed Pipit and Rock Sparrow.  Autumn migrants should still 

be in evidence and some raptors may be passing overhead. If time permits we will also be able to tour the 

Dana conservation village, where re-population of an ancient hill village is being encouraged. 

 

Our camp for the night is located right in the 

heart of the Dana Biosphere Reserve. Once a 

Bedouin camping area, it’s set in a stunning 

location and puts us in the right position to 

make the most of our time here. 

Days 5 & 6  Petra 

In the early morning we will explore another 

corner of the Dana reserve.  Here, a small 

drinking pool has been established which 

attracts many birds after the long dry 

summer.  In fact, this is one of the best places in Jordan to get close views of the beautiful, pink-coloured, 

Sinai Rosefinch – nominated Jordan’s national bird.   

 

Eventually, we will have to drag ourselves away and head off south along the ancient King’s Highway – 

destination Petra.  Our introduction to Petra will begin with a visit to Bayda (or little Petra) where, back in 

history, visitors traditionally stayed before being allowed into Petra.  We will also look at a nearby Stone Age 

village, estimated to be 8,000 years old but still well preserved.  Long-legged Buzzards nest in this area and 

Desert Lark, Blue Rock Thrush, Mourning Wheatear and Sinai Rosefinches can be seen. 

 

Tristram’s Grackle 

Dana Biosphere Reserve 
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The whole of the next day will be spent exploring the extensive site of Petra.  One of the most spectacular 

archaeological sites in the Middle East, Petra dates back to the fifth and sixth centuries BC, when it was an 

important centre for the Nabatean Arabs.  These cultured and artistic people occupied a crucial position in 

the old caravan routes between Africa, India and Europe, and grew wealthy on their monopoly of this trade.  

That prosperity fuelled the development of a large city and the construction of a wide array of palaces, 

temples and tombs, which were elaborately carved out of the multicoloured but mainly red sandstones.  The 

patterns in the sandstones are worthy of a visit in their own right and are as photogenic as the tombs 

themselves – make sure you have plenty of space on your memory cards!  We will visit a number of the main 

archaeological sites but we will also wander away from the main tourist trails.  Typical birds of Petra include 

Fan-tailed Raven, Desert Lark, Rock Martin, Sinai Rosefinch, Scrub Warbler, Orange-tufted Sunbird and 

Barbary Falcon.  We will also look out for the rare Sooty Falcon.  This is a late nesting falcon, like Eleanora's 

Falcon in the Mediterranean, and several elusive pairs nest in the Petra Mountains.   

Day 7  Wadi Rum 

As we continue south, we leave behind the commanding views over the Petra Mountains and across to 

Aaron’s Tomb against a backdrop of Wadi Araba and the Negev Desert.  We climb further into the Sharra 

Highland Plateau where we will notice a distinct drop in 

temperature as we reach an altitude of over 1,700 metres 

(considerably higher than Ben Nevis!).  We will stop briefly to 

look for Isabelline Wheatear and hope that the wintering 

Finsch’s Wheatears have arrived. 

 

As we descend the steep Ras An Naqab escarpment we will 

get our first views of Wadi Rum.  The wadi itself is spectacular: 

it comprises a vast plain hemmed in by towering cliffs.  This 

place is strongly associated with T.E. Lawrence, as he travelled 

up the wadi before ambushing the Ottomans in Aqaba; 

indeed, much of the famous film, Lawrence of Arabia, was 

actually shot here.  White-crowned Black and Mourning 

Wheatears feed at the base of the precipitous cliffs, over which Long-legged Buzzard and (with luck) 

Verreaux’s Eagle soar.  Around the fort of Jordan’s Desert Patrol, Tristram’s Grackle and Sinai Rosefinch are 

Petra Treasury Petra Monastery  

Isabelline Wheatear 
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frequent visitors. During our time here we will take a 

jeep tour further out into the desert before making our 

way to our camp for the night. For anyone with some 

additional energy, staying up to do some stargazing is 

highly recommended as light population levels are 

much lower here allowing for some wonderful views of 

the night sky. 

 

Day 8  Aqaba 

This morning we will set off early as we will make the further descent to Aqaba, Jordan’s only port and coastal 

resort at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba.  During the day the temperature will certainly rise! One of Aqaba’s 

attractions is its migrant birds and being October, we will not only be able to witness autumn migration but 

also the arrival of some of the large number of species which spend the winter in this area.  Jordan’s side of 

the border is considerably under-watched 

compared with the Israeli side and we will no doubt 

be making discoveries as we explore the sites.  There 

are areas of palm groves and scrub for visiting 

passerines to rest in, and the Red Sea and its 

shoreline will also be visited.  A highlight of the tour 

will be our visits to the local sewage works – not on 

most tourists’ itinerary but one of the most 

productive birdwatching sites in the whole region, 

and now with its own custom-built birdwatching 

tower.  The spectacle of hundreds of ducks, herons, 

waders and gulls and a host of other birds will leave 

a lasting impression.  Spur-winged Plovers and Little Green Bee-eaters are resident here, whilst Dead Sea 

Sparrow is a distinct possibility in the winter.  Gulls could include 

Armenian and the much sought–after Great Black-headed but the 

area is known for its vagrants and almost anything can turn up!  

Few birdwatchers have visited the site in October so our visit has 

exciting potential.   

 

If time permits we will also visit the coast south of the port.  We will 

look for shorebirds such as Greater Sand Plover, White-eyed Gull 

and Caspian Tern.  For those wishing to do a bit of shopping, the 

town has an excellent selection of shops for gifts and souvenirs.  

The recently established Indian House Crows have now reached 

pest proportions in the town. Depending on the weather, there 

may also be the option for some snorkeling or swimming during 

the afternoon. 

Wadi Rum 

Spur-winged Plover 

Dead Sea Sparrow 
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Day 9  Return to Amman 

Our day’s drive back to Amman initially takes us up the broad plains of Wadi Araba, where we will stop to 

walk a slow circuit across flat desert.  This is an important desert area with a variety of arid-adapted birds 

and we will look for Hoopoe Lark and Bar-tailed Desert 

Lark – listening for their calls and songs so we can home 

in on them.  We will also look for Desert Wheatear, and 

there is also a chance of seeing a Cream-coloured Courser 

or Desert Warbler.  This area also holds a good population 

of the striking Spine-tailed Lizard (Dhabb in Arabic).  

Resembling a monitor lizard in size and shape, this 

formidable-looking animal is actually a vegetarian and 

readily retreats into its burrow when approached.   

 

In the afternoon we will continue our drive north passing between the Dead Sea and its high flanking 

mountains.  Stops for birdwatching and photography will break up the journey. We aim to arrive at the Dead 

Sea towards the end of the afternoon to allow anyone who wishes to swim to have a couple of hours to do 

so. (Please note that best access to the Dead Sea is via a hotel resort and this needs to be pre-booked. The 

cost of swimming is approximately JD 25-35 and is not included in the tour cost.) Anyone not interested in 

swimming will be able to do continue bird watching with your tour leader.   

 

Finally we must continue on to Amman, where we will overnight in an airport hotel.  

Day 10  Depart 

Our flight home is normally early in the morning, so we will have to leave for our return flight from Queen 

Alia International Airport while it is still dark. (If the flight is later in the day, there may be an opportunity to 

do some final shopping or to visit the large Roman amphitheatre in down town Amman.) Arriving back into 

London, we must go our separate ways, taking with us some wonderful memories of a beautiful country. 

Cream-coloured Courser 

Dead Sea 
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Tour grading 

We have graded this tour A/B, with a combination of walking and wildlife viewing from our vehicle. There 

are some longer road journeys. The walking for the most part of the tour is not difficult, nor does it ever 

cover any great distance (with the exception of the day at Petra and in Dana), and is always taken at a leisurely 

pace. Particularly in the desert we shall move slowly and ensure we make a thorough exploration of the areas 

that we cover. 

 

Around Petra and Dana the walking is a little more difficult at times and we have graded these portions of 

the tour ‘B’. There are a number of steps throughout Petra that are steep and uneven in places. Most of these 

sections are optional, however there is a lot to see in Petra and we are likley to be on our feet for much of 

the day. Dana is based at higher altitude, in more mountainous terrain, so wlaking here will involve more 

inclines. 

Extra expenses 

All food and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday. Please note that we do not include the 

following in the cost of this holiday:  

 

 Entry visa (currently JD 40/US$57/ €42) – this can be purchased from the embassy in advance or on 

arrival in Amman 

 Dead Sea swim – this must be pre-booked – cost approximately JD 25-35 

 All items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, souvenirs  

 Discretionary tips 

Accommodation 

For the nights in Amman, Azraq, Petra and Aqaba we will stay in tourist hotels that are comfortable, although 

not luxurious. At both Dana and Wadi Rum we will stay in desert camps. These both have a variety of tents 

and although we do request those with more headroom it’s not always guaranteed that we will be assigned 

enough of these for the whole group; it may be that some will have tents that a person is unable to stand 

up in. Bathrooms at the Dana campsites are not en-suite, while those in Wadi Rum may be. 

Entry requirements 

UK citizens require a visa to enter Jordan. This can be purchased on arrival in Jordan and is valid for 1 month. 

It’s also possible to obtain one from the Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in London. Citizens 

of other countries should check requirements with their nearest Jordanian embassy. 

 

Some vaccinations are recommended for visitng Jordan.  Details will be sent with pre-departure information, 

but you should visit your GP or local travel clinic to discuss your travel plans and ask their advice.  
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Regional departures 

Connecting flights to and from Heathrow with British Airways (currently from Manchester, Newcastle, 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Belfast, Dublin and Jersey) are available at a cost of around £185 return 

Please contact the Naturetrek office for further information.  

Your safety & security  

You have chosen to travel to Jordan. Risks to your safety and security are an unavoidable aspect of all travel 

and the best current advice on such risks is provided for you by the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 

Office.  In order to assess and protect against any risks in your chosen destination, it is essential that you 

refer to the Foreign Office website – https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice regularly prior to travel. 

Weather 

In October, Jordan’s climate is likely to be warm to hot and dry. At higher altitude (Dana and Petra) it could 

be cold with a very slight possibility of rain.  In Wadi Araba, Wadi Rum and Aqaba it will be decidedly warmer, 

with temperatures easily reaching 25+°C in the autumn sunshine, although nights can be much cooler.  Rain 

is unlikely in these southern deserts. 

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, 

book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our 

main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if 

required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our 

website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional 

flights, at the time of booking. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new 

dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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